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- Property Assessment

Ǒ2-Eyed Seeing approach

- Watershed Community Consultation

- Stewardship Activity mapping updates

- Next Steps

Presentation Outline
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- Ownership transfer via Ministerial 
Zoning Order

- 360 hectares (888.5 acres)in 5 parcels

- Adjacent to Arnold C Matthews  
Nature Reserve

ǑEcological Gifts Program

ǑConservation Easement ςRestrictive 
covenant

- Contributed to protection of over    
445 hectares (1,100 acres)

Property Acquisition: 2022
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1. Site Inventory and Assessment
ǑGather biophysical and cultural information

2. Define Goals and Objectives
Ǒ Identify primary purpose of conservation area, 

establish clear, measurable targets

3. Community Consultation
ǑGather input from Indigenous partners and the 

local community

4. Establish Management Zones
ǑBalance conservation with recreation

5. Formulate Action and Operational Plans
ǑDetail how the site will be managed, operated, 

and maintained day-to-day

Management Planning Process: Initiation 2022
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ÅBaseline Documentation Report

ǑExisting conditions, significant 
features & management 
recommendations

ÅStewardship Plan

ǑRecommended short-term action

ÅOpportunities & Constraints 
Mapping

ǑHighlights most sensitive areas for 
protection and initial restoration

- Board Presentation: July 2023

Property Studies: 2022-2023



6

- 2-Eyed Seeing approach

- Williams Treaties (1923) territories

ǑChippewas of Georgina Island First Nation

ǑCambium Indigenous Professional Services

- Property assessment & community 
engagement

Ǒ13 moon cycles (4 seasons)

- Board Presentation: July 2025

Indigenous Engagement:
Land Relationship Visioning 2023-2025
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- Watershed Science

- Natural Heritage Ecology

- Education and Outreach

- Restoration

- Forestry

- Greenspace Services

- Conservation Land Management

- Corporate Communications

- Planning and Regulations

Internal Project Team: Ongoing
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- Town of Georgina
ǑMayor Quirk & Councillor Neeson

ǑStaff

- York Region Community Health Services

- Georgina Island First Nation

- York Region District School Board

- York Region Federation of Agriculture

- York & South Lake Simcoe Naturalists

- Community Representatives (4)
ǑArnold C Matthews Nature Reserve

ǑAt-Large (2)

ǑYouth Representative (1)

Advisory Committee: 2025-Present
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- Ecological Protection

Ǒά±ŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘκLƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ млл҈

- Restoration

Ǒά±ŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘκLƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ млл҈

- Protecting Rare, Threatened & Endangered 
species & habitats

Ǒά±ŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ млл҈

- Passive Recreation

Ǒά±ŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘκLƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ тл҈

Advisory Committee Feedback: Priorities
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- Gathering Spaces

- Environmental Protection & Restoration 

- Agriculture

- Passive Recreation 

- Indigenous Activities

Proposed Stewardship Themes: February 2026
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- άIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ {ŀȅέ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
platform

Ǒ110 Survey responses

- Two Open Houses

Ǒ50 Attendees

- Door knocking at 30 Preserve neighbours

- Board of Directors' workshop

- Social media postings

Ǒ35,000+ views & engagements

- Georgina Agricultural Advisory Committee

Broad Community Engagement: Feb-May 2026
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- Gathering Spaces 
ǑReduced area, limited support 

- Environmental Protection & Restoration
ǑExpanded some areas 

- Agriculture
ǑFields retained for production

- Passive Recreation
ǑIncluded trails in North Tract 

- Indigenous Activities
ǑNo change in area

Stewardship Areas & Activities: Map Adjustments
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Core Areas:

- These areas are considered 
important as keycomponents of 
the activity in question

Secondary Areas:

- These areas areimportant for the 
activity in question

- Will benefit from further 
investigations before confirming

- Could be a transition zone or to 
buffer other activities

Additional Classification: Core & Secondary Areas

Note: Core Areas and Secondary Areas may overlap for different activities.
ÅCƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ά/ƻǊŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ά/ƻǊŜ tŀǎǎƛǾŜ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέΦ
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Gathering Spaces

1st Draft Updated
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Environmental Protection & Restoration: Context

1st Draft 1st Draft
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Environmental Protection & 
Restoration

1st Draft Updated
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Agriculture

1st Draft Updated
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Indigenous Activities

1st Draft Updated
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Passive Recreation

1st Draft Updated


