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The changing landscape of natural 
heritage planning
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Natural heritage planning
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Pre-Bill 23: 1 window natural heritage review

Ecologists review applications 
under:
Provincial Planning Statement
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation 
Plan
Greenbelt Plan
Regional and municipal official plans
Lake Simcoe Protection Plan
Environmental Assessment Act
CA Act and regulations

And provide advisory comments on:
Fisheries Act 
Endangered Species Act
Migratory Birds Convention Act
etc.
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Current review roles

Bill 23 prohibits conservation authorities 
from commenting on natural heritage under 
almost all legislation

Green – outside of settlement, Oak Ridges 
Moraine, Greenbelt the more stringent 
policies of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan 
apply – LSRCA-led review
Purple – settlement, Oak Ridges Moraine, 
and Greenbelt plan areas – municipal 
review
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Risk to natural heritage

Confusion over roles Lack of expertise

Changes to protectionsLack of capacity

Changed planning landscape
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Municipal Toolkit

• Workshops and webinars each year 
• Natural heritage planning Teams channel
• Guidance materials to assist with decision making.
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Long-term Natural Heritage Monitoring Program

• assess current status of, and 
temporal/spatial trends in, natural heritage

• assess impacts of stressors (e.g. climate 
change, land use change) 
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Monitoring the status of natural heritage
Data can be used to:

• Support watershed planning
• Support municipal planning

• Inform:
• Natural Heritage System and Restoration 

Strategy update
• forest management 
• conservation area management
• species selection for plantings
• valuation of ecological goods and 

services (e.g. sequestration)
• modelling of future forest conditions
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What can be done

By LSRCA:

• Continue to provide resources through 
municipal toolkit

• Update Natural Heritage System and 
Restoration Strategy 

• Strengthen understanding of link to ecosystem 
services

• Continue to monitor trends in natural heritage 
in the watershed

• Recommend natural heritage policies through 
subwatershed plans
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What can be done

By municipalities:

• Take advantage of resources provided by 
LSRCA

• Ensure natural heritage remains protected, 
to support quality of life and watershed 
function

• Consider local significance and urban 
natural heritage policy

• Support offsetting of features lost - 
increase in forest cover, protection of 
wetlands
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Questions?
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